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Havana Correspondent's Di sprite h in English to the DAILY WOP.KE?. London 
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(Toxt) Havana--, in the only interview given by a/fcuban leader since 
the Cube.;.: crisis began, over a month a~o, Cuba T s /deputy premier and 
minister of industries, Commandant Cy Guevara/ on 23 November under- 
lined the ever-present threat of American""*?Tgsression against Cuba, 
d--^_to American attaints to lull the world into a false sense of 
security. For over two hours—until well past midnight--! discussed 
the situation with him m his office on Havana's Revolution Square as 
he put Cuba's point of view with complete frankness and sincerity. 
The olive -green uniform which he, like all other Cuban leaders, still 
wears, the armed guards on the building and the mcr. and women drilling 
in the streets as I came to his office also underlined the sense of 
imnir.ente danger which every Cuban feels. 

"The rockets have gene," he said, "and the 11-28 planes are going, but 
the Americans still want to come here. They have still not given any 
guarantee against aggression and make everything dependent en unilateral 
inspection,, which we will not accept. VHiat is more, the Americans 
reserve the right to be the sole arbiters as to when they should intervene 
op-=rjl; as well as the right to violate our airspace whenever they want." 

Major Guevara said that the situation therefore is still serious - t but 
what happens in the futu.ru depends on a number of circumstances. The 
U.S. is trying to estimate what it would cost to liquidate Cuba and 
what it would gain from liquidating Cuba, he said, and on the results 
of this estimation will depend the decision on whether they launch their 
attack. "If they attack, he contir led, we shall fight to the end. If 
the rockets had remained, we would have used them alj and directed them 
against the very heart of the United States, including New York, in our 
defense against aggression. But we haven't got them, so we sha? 1 fight 
with what we've got. In the face of an aggressor like the U.S., there 
can be no solution other than to fight to the death, inflicting the 
maximum damage on the enemy." 

Major Guevara said he realizes that to some people this might sound highly 
emotional, but during the days of actute crisis the Cuban people 
appreciated that it was faced with the threat of atomic annihilation 
and that their determination to resist meant that they would die because 
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"wretr.er ire ^Tirj.::.r.s attack or not ueporiu^ or. t.ieir cst-..2ane of our 

internal situation and of the international 6iwU2.tr.oLi. That is vhy 

the solidarity of the rootles of the world is of such irrportance tc 

us. we are under :;- illusion, T 'c iuuou v:- enure t exist on en. oun. 

We depend on the solidarity of the socialist eniup and of the -whole vorld." 

TThile not underestimating the importance, cf the solidarity movement that 
has develcped in the world in support of Cuba, Major Guevara considered 
that the most effective form of help was the armed struggle already 
t .king ple.ee in a number cf lAtin /nericari countries vh.ere tne peoples 
f.re in nation to overthrow American imperialism. ,r w*o knou, " he continued, 
"that some people in Europe ere se.yi.u5 that a greet victory has been 
von. But ve say that the danger is still here, aad we sr.y that while 
war nay have been avoided, that does not mean that peace has been assured. 
And ve ash whether in exchange for seme slight gain ve have only prolonged 
the agony. Fcr so Tar, all uhat has . appened is that a confrontation has 
been avoided." 

I then ashed A-_ or Guevara vhat vas the present state cf relations between 
the Sovls Union and Cuba— especially in viev of premier Fidel Castre's 
statement, c. n ..evernter that certain misunderstandings or discrepancies 
had arisen. "During Comrade Miko yen's visit," he said, :, we vent into a 
great number of questions with the Soviet Union. We discussed frankly 
and tally and each side put his point of view. 'Ve know that the Soviet 
Union is the friend that can help us nest, and ve are convinced that it 
vill continue to help us. All we have done is to use our right as an 
independent party vithin the framework of the princip„es of international 
proletarian solidarity. The discrepancies are past and will not be o~ 
importance in the future. We consider ourselves part of the socialist 
world and absolutely faithful to Marxism-Leninist ideas, ,: 

Ky next question vas on the effects of the U.S. economic biocJatde cf 
Cuba and hew Cuba has dealt vith the situation. Major Guevara pointed 
out that vhile President Kennedy had announced the an* of the so-called 
quarantine . the economic blocnade continues and th' t president Kennedy 
himself has declared that political, economic and other measures against 
Cuba vill be intensified, 

He pointed out too that the blockade had been imposed in a numb.r of 
stages. The first stage vas when the U.S. closed its ports to Cuba., 
apods and stopped the export of goods Cuba needed. Then the United States 
asked its allies not to trade with Cuba. "And now," no continued, :! the 
United Stater, is preparing to impose sanctions on those chips,, merchants 
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"There could be furthn acts in this connection. But wo can say that 
each tine, vo have found ways of overcoming the effects of this blockade 
policy. " 

Major Guevara said that it would be ridiculous to pretend that the 
blockade has not kit Cuba, for our factories and public services are 
equipped mostly with American and British machinery, which need spare 
parts for servicing. "But if we cannot get these spare parts," he 
added, "then vo shall find other ways or overcoming our difficulties 
and we have achieved considerable success in this respect already. 

"Of course, this will mean hardship for us, but today it is impossible 
to strangle a country economically. So we shall win out. Of course, it 
will moon that our development plans will have to be modified r.rrl be 
less ambitious." 

On president Kennedy's threat to use, apart from political end economic 
pressure, "other measures" against Cuba, Major Guevara said that this 
covered the whole field of paramilitary action, including espionage, 
sabotage, the dropping of arms and agents by parachute along Cuba's 
long coastline --in fact, "everything short of open war, while reserving 
the right to resort to open attack. The violation of our airspace 
continues all the time, and we have not seen the end of this sort of 
thing by any means . " 

.Major Guevara then gave ac some interesting details about the way in 
which the Cuban people had strengthened their political organization 
in the past year in face of the growing American threat. The trade unions, 
the women's organization, the young communist league, and the mass 
organizations of tnc people in the defense committees which exist in every 
street and village have been drawn into the solution of a multitude of 
questions — including things like rationing, health measures, especially 
vaccination, immunizations of children — as well as ensuring round-the- 
clock vigilance to protect factories, field-, c.l homes against sabotage 
and espionage. 

The past seven months, however, have been especially significant, for 
they have seen the beginning of the formation of are new United party 
of the Socialist Revolution (PUES), following the removal of the ^ormer 
eom.runist leader Anibal Escalante to: sectarianism end his attemnte to 
create an elite separated from the masses ol: the people. 

At present the political organization of the Cuban people is the Integrated 
Revolutionary Organisations (ORl), which was formed from premie: Fidel 
Castro's 26 July movement, the old popular Socialist party, and the 
diroctoire, which was mainly a students' organization. 
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Tho nev party is be in 3 farmed on the basis of ijc.es mac birrs being held at 
all places of work. Tiie workers are invrtsu to cheese m.clel 'workers 
from among themselves. These are than, in-ited to „oin the r.ev tart 
whiue ti.i fitness for re.ibership of the new party of ne-Lrs 01' the 
present organizations is also discussed at mass meetings. This process 
is continuing at the present tine all over the country, although it 
r^as "been held up somewhat by the mobilization measures necessitated 
by the crisis of the past month, When completed by the beginning of 
nex. year, it is hoped to have the first nucleus oZ some 50,000 to 
60,000 members and to hold the 'first congress of the ne\i tarty built 
on the basis of men and women chosen by the people themselves 
to be the vanguard of Cuba's socialist revolution. 

V:j final question to Major Guevara was on the contribution that the 
Cuban revolution tec me.de to the development of yarxist thought and 
practice. His reply was typically ncdest, and he deliberately 
limited himself to the effects of the Cuban example in Latin America* 
"The Cuban revolution," he said, "has shown that in conditions of 
imperialist domination such as exist in latin America, there is no 
solution but armed struggle — for the people to tabe power out of the 
hands of the Yankee imperialists and the small group of the national 
bourgeoisie who vork with thorn." The question then was, he added, how 
this armed struggle could be most effectively carried through. While 
the bourgeoisie had their armed forces concentrated in the cities 
where they had the factory workers at their mercy, Tney were comparatively 
weak in the countryside, where the peasants are living mostly in a 
state of feudal oppression and are also very revolutionary, 

"Cuba has shown," he continued, "that small guerrilla groups,, well-led 
and located in key points, with strong links with the masses of the 
people, can act as a catalyst of the masses bringing them into macs 
struggle through, ection. "Such action, to be convincing, must be 
effective, and guerrilla action has shown how armed forces can be beaten 
and how guerrillas can be converted into an army which eventually 
can destroy the armed forces of the class enemy. 

"We say," 1-Jajor Guevara continued, "that this can be done in a 
large number of latin American countries. But this is not to say 
that Cuba's example is to be followed mechanically, but rather 
adapted to the specific conditions in each of Latin America's 2C 
countries*" He pointed out that in Venezuela, Guatemala, Paraguay, 
and Colombia , guer ilias are already active in armed struggle 
against the American imperialists and their henchmen : while there 
have teen clashes in Nicaragus and Peru, and none of this had any 
physical connection with Cuba, 
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"There is no other solution possible In th^se countries except armed 
struggle. The objective conditions for this e^ist, and Cuba's e;caiaple 
has shown these countries the vay." 
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